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the National Organization for Rare
Disorders.

Newborn screening involves a baby
receiving a simple blood test to iden-
tify life-threatening diseases before
symptoms begin. Prior to the develop-
ment of these tests, children would die
or suffer lifelong disabilities.

In 2008, when my original bill passed,
newborn screenings and access to fol-
low-up information were not consistent
or available to families in all commu-
nities. Only 10 States and the District
of Columbia required screening for a
complete panel of recommended dis-
orders, and there was no Federal repos-
itory of information on the diseases.

Today, all 50 States and D.C. screen
for at least 30 of the 35 recommended
core conditions, and a national clear-
inghouse has the most recent newborn
screening information available to par-
ents and professionals.

Newborn screening is a public health
success story that makes the difference
between health and disability, or even
life and death, for the approximately
12,000 babies who each year test posi-
tive for one of these conditions, babies
like Cruz, a beautiful little girl born on
February 4 this year to one of my dis-
trict office deputies. Thanks to new-
born screening, in just 4 days, Cruz was
diagnosed with maple syrup urine dis-
ease, which prevents the body from
breaking down certain amino acids
typically obtained from protein.

If Cruz’s disease had gone undetected,
the buildup of amino acids in her body
would have become toxic, leading to
seizures, swelling of the brain, coma,
and, ultimately, death. Today, the
management of her amino acid levels
keeps Cruz out of the hospital, protects
her from critical medical complica-
tions, and gives her family the gift of
watching their daughter grow up
healthy.

This is just one of the thousands of
success stories that illustrate the crit-
ical need to pass H.R. 482 into law. This
will guarantee high-quality technical
assistance for State programs and pub-
lic health labs, access to the most cur-
rent programs and educational mate-
rials, and it will ensure the advisory
committee continues its work of re-
searching and recommending new
screenings for State programs, which
also save our healthcare system mil-
lions of dollars for each child identified
and treated early.

Reauthorization will also commis-
sion a National Academy of Sciences
study to make recommendations for a
21st century newborn screening sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on
the passage of H.R. 482 to ensure all
newborns like Cruz are blessed with
early, comprehensive, and consistent
testing and follow-up programs for a
healthy and productive life.
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Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this
bill and encourage others to do so.
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When I first was elected to the State
Senate, the General Assembly of Ken-
tucky, one of the biggest public policy
efforts I got involved in was Governor
Patton—our governor at the time—who
was proposing a big 0-3 kind of overall
for Kentucky’s babies and children, and
a big part of it was newborn screenings.

And that was a section I was kind of
assigned to look into and I spent a lot
of time doing research—even going
down to see a lady who does this kind
of research at Vanderbilt University
and walked away convinced that it is
the right public policy to do. It is
money well-spent. It really changes
people’s ability. If you can’t get your
language at an early time, you can
never get it back.

So this absolutely prevents—if you
want to look at the cost of this system,
this system going forward, but more
importantly, it really enhances people
to have the opportunity to live a full
life if we catch it at the youngest level.

So I am convinced of this. I support
this bill, and I encourage my col-
leagues to do so.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would
also ask Members to support this legis-
lation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 482.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———————

PANDEMIC EFFECTS ON HOME
SAFETY AND TOURISM ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3752) to require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to study
the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on
injuries and deaths associated with
consumer products and to direct the
Secretary of Commerce to study and
report on the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic on the travel and tourism in-
dustry in the United States.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3752

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Pandemic Effects on Home Safety and
Tourism Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
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TITLE I—COVID-19 HOME SAFETY

Sec. 101. Short title.

Sec. 102. Study and report on the effect of
the COVID-19 public health
emergency on injuries and
deaths from consumer products.

TITLE II—PROTECTING TOURISM IN THE
UNITED STATES

Sec. 201. Short title.

Sec. 202. Study and report on effects of
COVID-19 pandemic on travel
and tourism industry in United
States.

TITLE I—COVID-19 HOME SAFETY

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘“COVID-19
Home Safety Act’.

SEC. 102. STUDY AND REPORT ON THE EFFECT
OF THE COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH
EMERGENCY ON INJURIES AND
DEATHS FROM CONSUMER PROD-
UCTS.

(a) COVID-19 REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later
than 3 months after the date of enactment of
this section and every 3 months thereafter
for the duration of the COVID-19 public
health emergency, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate, and make publicly available, a
report on the effect of the COVID-19 public
health emergency on injuries and deaths
from consumer products.

(b) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—The report shall
include the following:

(1) Relevant data and statistics from—

(A) the data sources of the Commission;

(B) other appropriate agencies;

(C) media reports;

(D) poison control centers, to the extent
practical; and

(E) any other relevant data sources.

(2) An identification of trends in injuries
and deaths from consumer products, com-
paring data from representative time periods
before and during the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

(3) An identification of subpopulations that
have experienced elevated risk of injury or
death from consumer products during the
COVID-19 public health emergency, such as
minorities, infants, people with disabilities,
children, or the elderly.

(4) An identification of where most injuries
or deaths from consumer products during the
COVID-19 public health emergency are tak-
ing place, such as the type of building or out-
door environment.

(5) A specification about whether consumer
products associated with a substantial num-
ber of injuries or deaths during the COVID-
19 public health emergency are—

(A) under recall;

(B) subject to a voluntary consumer prod-
uct safety standard; or

(C) subject to a mandatory consumer prod-
uct safety standard.

(6) An identification of emerging consumer
products that are posing new risks to con-
sumers.

(c) COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY
DEFINED.—The term ‘“‘COVID-19 public
health emergency’’ means a public health
emergency declared pursuant to section 319
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
247d) as a result of confirmed cases of 2019
novel coronavirus (COVID-19), including any
renewal thereof.

TITLE II—PROTECTING TOURISM IN THE
UNITED STATES
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
Tourism in the United States Act’.
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SEC. 202. STUDY AND REPORT ON EFFECTS OF
COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON TRAVEL
AND TOURISM INDUSTRY IN UNITED
STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary, in consultation with the United
States Travel and Tourism Advisory Board
and the head of any other Federal agency the
Secretary considers appropriate, shall com-
plete a study on the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic on the travel and tourism indus-
try, including various segments of the travel
and tourism industry, such as domestic,
international, leisure, business, conventions,
meetings, and events.

(b) MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION.—In con-
ducting the study required by subsection (a)
and the interim study required by subsection
(e)(1), the Secretary shall consider—

(1) changes in employment rates in the
travel and tourism industry during the pan-
demic period;

(2) changes in revenues of businesses in the
travel and tourism industry during the pan-
demic period;

(3) changes in employment and sales in in-
dustries related to the travel and tourism in-
dustry, and changes in contributions of the
travel and tourism industry to such related
industries, during the pandemic period;

(4) the effects attributable to the changes
described in paragraphs (1) through (3) in the
travel and tourism industry and such related
industries on the overall economy of the
United States during the pandemic period
and the projected effects of such changes on
the overall economy of the United States fol-
lowing the pandemic period; and

(5) any additional matters the Secretary
considers appropriate.

(c) CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC COMMENT.—
In conducting the study required by sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) consult with representatives of—

(A) the small business sector;

(B) the restaurant or food service sector;

(C) the hotel and alternative accommoda-
tions sector;

(D) the attractions or recreations sector;

(E) the travel distribution services sector;

(F') destination marketing organizations;

(G) State tourism offices; and

(H) the passenger air, railroad, and rental
car sectors; and

(2) provide an opportunity for public com-
ment and advice relevant to conducting the
study.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 6
months after the date on which the study re-
quired by subsection (a) is completed, the
Secretary, in consultation with the United
States Travel and Tourism Advisory Board
and the head of any other Federal agency the
Secretary considers appropriate, shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate, and make pub-
licly available on the website of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, a report that contains—

(1) the results of such study; and

(2) policy recommendations for promoting
and assisting the travel and tourism indus-
try.

(e) INTERIM STUDY AND REPORT.—Not later
than 3 months after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary, after consultation
with relevant stakeholders, including the
United States Travel and Tourism Advisory
Board, shall—

(1) complete an interim study, which shall
be based on data available at the time when
the study is conducted and provide a frame-
work for the study required by subsection
(a), on the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic
(as of such time) on the travel and tourism
industry, including various segments of the
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travel and tourism industry, such as domes-
tic, international, leisure, business, conven-
tions, meetings, and events; and

(2) submit to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate, and make
publicly available on the website of the De-
partment of Commerce, an interim report
that contains the results of the interim
study required by paragraph (1).

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘pandemic period’” has the
meaning given the term ‘‘emergency period’’
in section 1135(g)(1)(B) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1320b-5(g2)(1)(B)), excluding any
portion of such period after the date that is
1 year after the date of the enactment of this
Act;

(2) the term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Sec-
retary of Commerce; and

(3) the term ‘‘travel and tourism industry”’
means the travel and tourism industry in the
United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3752.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 3752.

I begin by thanking Representatives
CARDENAS, CASTOR, DAVIS, and UPTON
for their leadership on this bill, the
Pandemic Effects on Home Safety and
Tourism Act.

While there is now light at the end of
the tunnel for many Americans, the
past 15 months have been unlike any
other time in modern history. The
COVID-19 pandemic has forced us to
spend more time at home and find new
indoor and outdoor activities suitable
for social distancing, which has re-
sulted in new injury patterns. Keeping
track of any new trends in injuries and
deaths that might be occurring can
help us learn how to keep consumers
safer at home now as well as in the fu-
ture.

This bill will require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to provide
quarterly updates to the American
public regarding the effects of COVID-
19 on home safety, including any
emerging threats from either new prod-
ucts or new habits from working and
playing at home. This report will as-
semble data from a variety of sources,
including media reports and poison
control centers, in addition to the
CPSC’s traditional data sources.

Initial reports from the CPSC about
injuries related to consumer products
during COVID-19 are already con-
cerning. For example, hospitalizations
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related to the ingestion of dangerous
button cell batteries rose by 93 percent
among young children during the pe-
riod from March to September 2020, and
injuries related to cleaning agents also
rose 84 percent.

Continued regular reporting required
by this legislation can help parents
better identify how to keep their chil-
dren safe when they need to stay at
home. And this bill will also identify
communities or groups that may be
disproportionately affected so that the
CPSC can better target efforts to pro-
tect these communities.

Mr. Speaker, I am also pleased that
this bill will also help rebuild the tour-
ism and travel industry, which has cer-
tainly struggled under the strain of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, this
legislation requires the Department of
Commerce to conduct a detailed study
and report to Congress on the
pandemic’s effects on the travel indus-
try, including on jobs and revenue. And
this information will be helpful in de-
termining how we can best direct as-
sistance to the 16 million American
workers and families who rely on the
jobs the travel industry supports.

Mr. Speaker, I thank our Ranking
Member RODGERS, and our Consumer
Protection and Commerce Sub-
committee Ranking Member BILIRAKIS,
for working with us to build bipartisan
support. And, of course, I also thank
the chairwoman of this subcommittee,
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY).

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues
to support this bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 3752, the Pandemic Ef-
fects on Home Safety and Tourism Act.

I first thank Representatives
CARDENAS and DAVIS for their efforts
on this bill to protect consumers. I also
thank Representatives UPTON and CAS-
TOR for including provisions to pro-
mote and assist our tourism industry,
an essential component of our Nation’s
economy, and something I care deeply
about as cochair of the Congressional
Tourism Caucus.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3752 directs the
Consumer Product Safety Commission
to report on trends of injuries and
deaths from consumer products during
the COVID-19 pandemic. As more
Americans have spent time in their
homes, it is important the CPSC con-
tinues to inform consumers with infor-
mation about potentially hazardous
products.

Additionally, H.R. 3752 requires the
Department of Commerce to study and
report on how the COVID-19 pandemic
has impacted our travel and tourism
industry. This industry plays a signifi-
cant role in many local communities
and supports over 50 million jobs across
the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY), the chairwoman of the sub-
committee.

I also want to say that she is really
our superhero when it comes to these
consumer issues, always looking out
for things, because as the world
changes, we have to constantly be vigi-
lant. And that, she certainly is.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chairman for yielding and
for his kind words.

I also thank the authors of this legis-
lation, Representatives CARDENAS,
DAvVIs, CASTOR, and UPTON, a bipartisan
leadership group on this legislation.

And I also thank the ranking mem-
ber of the subcommittee, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, for his cooperation on this and
S0 many other issues.

Mr. Speaker, children are particu-
larly vulnerable to risks associated
with household consumer products.
These risks have been magnified by the
pandemic as families spend more time
at home and parents juggle working
from home and supervising children.

This legislation will direct the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission to
study and report injuries and deaths
associated with consumer products
during the pandemic. A lot of progress
has been made, but the pandemic is not
yet over.

Americans deserve up-to-date infor-
mation about emerging threats to the
safety of their children, and so this leg-
islation is very important.

This legislation also directs the De-
partment of Commerce to study and re-
port to the Congress on the impact of
the pandemic on the travel and tour-
ism industries.

These industries were really hit hard
by the pandemic. Over 15.7 million
Americans work in travel or tourism.
Many of these jobs are just now start-
ing to come back. Industries that de-
pend on travel or tourism like the arts,
live events, hotels, and restaurants are
still hurting. We must understand the
full impact of the pandemic on travel
and tourism so that we can help these
industries to be able to build back bet-
ter.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage my colleagues to vote for this
bill. I think it is a good bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I also
urge bipartisan support for this bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3752.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

MR. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

CONSUMER SAFETY TECHNOLOGY
ACT

MR. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3723) to direct the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to estab-
lish a pilot program to explore the use
of artificial intelligence in support of
the mission of the Commission and di-
rect the Secretary of Commerce and
the Federal Trade Commission to study
and report on the use of blockchain
technology and digital tokens, respec-
tively.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3723

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Consumer Safety Technology Act’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE I—ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
AND CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY

Sec. 101. Short title.

Sec. 102. Pilot program for use of artificial
intelligence by Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission.

TITLE II—BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY
INNOVATION

Sec. 201. Short title.

Sec. 202. Study on blockchain technology
and its use in consumer protec-
tion.

TITLE III—DIGITAL TOKEN TAXONOMY

Sec. 301. Short title.

Sec. 302. Findings.

Sec. 303. Reports on unfair or deceptive acts
or practices in transactions re-
lating to digital tokens.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘consumer product’ has the
meaning given such term in section 3(a) of
the Consumer Product Safety Act (156 U.S.C.
2052(a)); and

(2) the term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of Commerce.

TITLE I—ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘Al for Con-
sumer Product Safety Act”.

SEC. 102. PILOT PROGRAM FOR USE OF ARTIFI-
CIAL INTELLIGENCE BY CONSUMER
PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Consumer Product Safety Commission shall
establish a pilot program to explore the use
of artificial intelligence by the Commission
in support of the consumer product safety
mission of the Commission.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the pilot
program established under subsection (a),
the Commission shall do the following:

(1) Use artificial intelligence for at least 1
of the following purposes:

(A) Tracking trends with respect to inju-
ries involving consumer products.

(B) Identifying consumer product hazards.
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(C) Monitoring the retail marketplace (in-
cluding internet websites) for the sale of re-
called consumer products (including both
new and used products).

(D) Identifying consumer products required
by section 17(a) of the Consumer Product
Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2066(a)) to be refused
admission into the customs territory of the
United States.

(2) Consult with the following:

(A) Technologists, data scientists, and ex-
perts in artificial intelligence and machine
learning.

(B) Cybersecurity experts.

(C) Members of the retail industry.

(D) Consumer product manufacturers.

(E) Consumer product safety organizations.

(F') Any other person the Commission con-
siders appropriate.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the conclusion of the pilot pro-
gram established under subsection (a), the
Consumer Product Safety Commission shall
submit to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate, and make
publicly available on the website of the Com-
mission, a report on the findings and data
derived from such program, including wheth-
er and the extent to which the use of artifi-
cial intelligence improved the ability of the
Commission to advance the consumer prod-
uct safety mission of the Commission.

TITLE II—BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY

INNOVATION
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Blockchain
Innovation Act”.

SEC. 202. STUDY ON BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY
AND ITS USE IN CONSUMER PROTEC-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) STUDY REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Commerce, in consultation
with the Federal Trade Commission, and in
consultation with the any other appropriate
Federal agency the Secretary determines ap-
propriate, shall conduct a study on current
and potential use of blockchain technology
in commerce and the potential benefits of
blockchain technology for limiting fraud and
other unfair and deceptive acts and prac-
tices.

(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDY.—In con-
ducting the study, the Secretary shall exam-
ine—

(A) trends in the commercial use of and in-
vestment in blockchain technology;

(B) best practices in facilitating public-pri-
vate partnerships in blockchain technology;

(C) potential benefits and risks of
blockchain technology for consumer protec-
tion;

(D) how blockchain technology can be used
by industry and consumers to reduce fraud
and increase the security of commercial
transactions;

(E) areas in Federal regulation of
blockchain technology that greater clarity
would encourage domestic innovation; and

(F') any other relevant observations or rec-
ommendations related to blockchain tech-
nology and consumer protection.

(3) PUBLIC COMMENT.—In producing the
study required in subsection (a)(2), the Sec-
retary shall provide opportunity for public
comment and advice relevant to the produc-
tion of the study.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 6
months after the completion of the study re-
quired pursuant to subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
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